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Pzxnuars it is not more allowable to plead 
laſſitude in any other circumſtances, than when tb? 
mind 1 _ qu 
tion of controverſial 


ledge that I ſend theſe Lapers to — : 
completed my original —_ Although | 
this diviſion of the argument has become more 
tedious than I could poſſibly have coneQured. . 
I propoſe, at a convenient time, to return io the 
ſubject, with a view to. infiſt more fully on the in- 
efficacy of the ſeveral projets for internal regula- 
tion, which have been 
dom; to enforce what appears to me, 
means unimportant in the preſent ſtate of the | 
lic mind, that to be a member of the Britiſh em- 
pire is indiſpenſable to. the good of Ireland : I 
think it will follow, as of courſe, that a ſtate of 
general in is the form of connection, 
moſt eligible and advantageous. I ſhall endeavour 
to examine and aſſign the real cauſes of our rela- 
tive proſperity for ſome years back; relative to the 
condition of Ireland, before ſhe recovered in any 
degree from the eſſects of the or RE 
no wiſe relative to the of] | 
might have attained, „ 5 
ſal regulation more congenial to the people. The 
North of Ireland I muſt put out of the queſtion, as 
its circumſtances exempt it from the per- 
nicious diſtribution of powers, and application of 
a 1 E 


propounded in this king- _ 
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a" Trade has MF) AY 8 


' tage in the kingdom of: Bengal, and at Caito and 


Alexandria: 
8 


| plineof th ne in Spain and Portugal. 


ithin forty miles of either city, is at fix-pence” 


ple within half chat diſtance are — 
__ comftortleſs. 

Tf any man were to 
aud induſtry in 


England, not to the ſuppreth 


Villanage, andearlyabolition of feudal jurifdiftion; 


Dut ie n 
s upon cotton; be f ſhould reaſon juſt as 


hoe do, who ſuppoſe this nation to haye thriven 
merely by parliamentary encouragement, and who 


make no account of the repeal of the popery laws, 


which turned the induſtry of millions to the cul- 
 tivatian of the country. The Engliſh reign of 
VII. appears to me very much to reſemble 

the government of George II. in Ireland. © 
Moſt Sov 


Britin ſtate affords à gentle and P 805 
vernment to the lower 


TI muſt admit, that unleſs the ſupreme admigiſ- 


tration be decided in its views of favour, and ju- 
dicious conciliation to this country, the projected 
change of conſtitution is ae prudent. Un- 


* der the preſent forms, there are more reſources for 
an evil government; and a greater number of in- 


1 conkidered, 


1 
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Does it therefore follow, that the © 
eneral ſtate of ſociety 1 in theſe countries is per- 
tet? TG are accumulated at Cadiz and 

Is it impracticable to correct the diſci- c 


Whilſt the profits of trade in Cork and Dublin 7 
are at thoolagds per annum, the rate of labour 


e day ; dx, which is a more exact criterion, the 


impute rhe fate of | manners 


6, 


| heros may be collected to keep * people 1 in ſub- 
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_ thevery am dee which the competence * . 


—  tutileotall objettions i is dignified with the notice, 
- even in the very laſt debate, of men of ralents. . 
. From Mr. Folter's high character, and juſt pre- 
"0 tenſions to political eſtimation, one would have 
= = expected him to examine every part of the que. 
nis, rather as a ſtateſman, who ſeeks to warrant 
= this concluſions by truth and policy, than-as 3 Þ 
= endeavouring to give his cauſe the moſt: 
frourable exterior. That gentleman bas con 
deſcended to- mention the powers of Parliament,” 
be Parliament of Ircland has altered the 
laws, manners, religion and. pi of this 
iſland. Was it competent to change the eſſentials 
of ciyil ſociety, and has it no diſcretion over the 
formg? Or. will it de to bring all theſe 
former ach into. boichpot. and look for a new 
diſtribution ?_ . * = 
Ii elſential that there de in eveſy fate, A 
| ſovereign power, becauſe no limited authority can 
embrace all the cares upon Which the welſare of 
the people requires a decifion. Is the Triſh Par- 
liament that ſovereign power? If it be not, where 
2 it reſide ? . power, it muſt 
de competent to determine, whether any 
—_ rr [of i 
—_— pu bjects, and to Bre e in ae of phi 
re There would otherwiſe be z deficie 
of legiſlative proviſion, which js jult .as pre 
terous and abſurd, and inadmiſſible, as in A ä 
nary caſes would be a failure of diſtributive Juſ- 3 
tice. | h 
Suppoſe the French conſtitution to be the bane 
of the people, and that the only means of ſalva- 
tion is to ſubmit to a Monarchy, is the ſovereign 


pover, in | inadequate to make thatſa- 


I United Infhmen — | 
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kotarychinge? Seb ihe Wiese oligareby 
ol Berne. thought fir toabdicare, are it hands tied 


up? By theſe doArines, an abuſe with 2 
is entailed for ever, unleſs 


a total revolution; for no one ean ſuppoſe that 


bound by our actual conſtitution. -- _. 


The only queſtion chat can poſſibly ariſe 
whether an Union be a 


the country? If the former part of the alterna- 


allow a man to commitfuicide; but if the aRt be 


_ necellary, it isjuſtified by the end. A man may 
not ſhoot bimſelf capriciouſly ; but he may go 


common ſenſe, and uf thereſore be 


exiſtence, m 
a ſovereign 
its 3 "The law of morali 


tive be the truth, that there exiſts no power com- 
petent to effect it, is à propoſition rw <A to 


The power, which 2 man has over his own 
may ſerve to Hluſtrate the capacity of 
juriſdiction to make engagements for 


ty does not 
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upon à mine, with a certainty of being blown up, 


and if be faves an a expol 8 * 
conduct is n * 
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y, er that, correfied dy n „ 
e ſuch a proteftive © 


And ebend hat in Mr. 

is ukcerly omitted. One might ſuppoſe 1 
have gone to reſt when 2 1 
diſpoſed of in 1785, and to have "awakened from his dream 0 
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1. | What ſcheme of. relief, do.you of 


a 2.4 ; 
PL 2 
* 


#0) 8 


3 
% 7 


"Sell. pi 


1 5 s 

ow, party, under which we labour; - "and to - "i 
eren Orte dhe it is al, Wit it excludes = 
the others; ſo chat the remedy whichyouand ſeveral 
others inſiſt on, Reuge. the extinction of the 
vice it is to be a p e ſhould not ſtand.in | 
need of thenideFmedicine, if men were uniformly 
temperate z nor of the guidance of 5 

if they were wiſe; nor of the Uiſcipline” of eri- 

| W pane, if they were virtuous. . wo 

| nerally in > have ſociety, or ſhall operate wo AY 


any conſtancy of influence, is the rhapſody of a 
| | poetic imagination. To take, as the baſis of 'a 
| ſcheme of policy, a diſpofition to f | of | 
% conduct, in which multitudes. muſt -concur,. 16 = 
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ſtate of it, the management of public affairs were not at- 
© tended. with reat. difficulties. and perplexity;; aud furely 
| any man might deliver an unenfwerable ſpeech, if you" ieee 
bim leave to put out of the VENT: pore. of 
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influence; and if n allembly be kept up, with 
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— W n ee 3 | 
againſt 2 very ſenfible obſervation—that a deſeription of our 


citizens, whoſe pretenfions to conſequence in the ſtate art 
increaſed by feeling themfelves à majority of the People of 
Ireland, would be more eafily induced to atquieſce in eſta- 


dlimments derived under at imperial government, of which. 


n r 
e al the: Je. 


E There were 


ſeveral Proteftanits in the Aſſembly, yet no one ever heard 
of parties of Cacholic and Proteſtant. If local legiſlatures 
had deen erected in the ſeveral provinces, ſuppoſe in Lan- 
guedoc, where the Proteſtants are numerous and powerful, 
it would not be poſſible to prevent ſuch parties from being 
formed and taking root, and becoming _— 
- cupation of tlie | But the Natiohal Aſſembly was 
-renidtd from theſe abje d of contention ; and anydfi the ge- 
neral nud important conterns that: occupied its cares, if any 
8 — 2 * 
attended to. e 
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Open 
r are of themſelves prone 


to faction here there is a difference of religion, i tends in 


proportion, as the parties are nearly balanced, to increaſe this 
propenſity. That im a very urgent reaſon to, render Ireland 
u little r The 
parties 
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baren Epiteopaeh and dhe Comvetiiclers, like Proteſtant and 
very ferious tumult tbok place about tie ine of the Una, 


Edinburgh; When the 
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England, in deny in 
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= and inattentire o their inferiors ? Are the - 
commonality reſtleſs and untraftable ? Are their 
tumults ferocious ? 1 their ſtate of peace, a 
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_ from 1g 1792, and this of Ireland in 1 

uniform courſe | 


2222 ee e * 
have . i | 


the-Britiſh government had norinterfered; with 
views: very different from thoſe of our domeſtic * 
_ rulers.” The ſecefion of America, firſt rendered it | 
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force, ail Is oppuliticn ts the 
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Dan Ind they > Avreptqeer dy, 
Ping thEEhrewnſtances of: the p | 
ennie the conflict with France, which i 
at once th infiifliency of the means hithetto Un- 
V 2nd the urgent neceffiry of b 
 eommonweal, aud to each other, 


"of of domeſtic alterctions were t6n- 


rextptible, the condition of this kiss doc, of 


"IP 


Britain, and of Europe, Bas te mot 
alarming aſpeft to its conſecuences. Elevated 
above the confidetations ef a felhlh, or a local 
nature, that ſway individuals in this iſland, the 
couticils of the ſovereign contemplated the miſ- 
chief in its full extent: and in the ſpirit of a wiſe 
ant diſcharge of duty, the crown pro- 
2 plan of adjuſtment to compaſe the differ- 
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ence Fo ever ;5— the projetk i t to be liſtened 
16 N, let us rather truſt the repoſe of o 
Sag ie erden, or in romances Ge eng 
nels of Pet is nor to: be. pes; we 
mut tit Viegs the 
lf this ane ie hay 
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the end of Which, wrath 
is ſocial happiteſs; and boch zd ſenſe; 8d . 
EE 
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waa indepen- 
dence? did how far does it Juſtify the price tint 
preteiificins that are baile upon it ? It may not be 
beſtow a few lies upon this enquiry» 
you the choice of 


that 1 fall allow 
Donot'expedt 

weapotis, that has been generally made on this 
occaſion; this double game of two cenftiturions, 


olle for ue awd oe for argument; one which 
de wield againſt Gteat Britain, whillt we ſmite 
with the other our ow  prefinitg population. 3} —o 
1 muſt fix you io that conſtitution, which we have 
been enrolled together to protect, and which con- 
Riis with our ſubmiſſion to the legal eftabliſh- 
ments, to che Britiſh cron and empire. I pre- 


N 
N N 


n 


5 


— 108 "am 2 75 IT 
' ſeuds-of the I w | 
Gre us to go bm ini the old way, that is, Ey 8 =, 
non of diſturbances in bad polity, and reprefling them by F 
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ibis theſe limits... If Ireland does really. main · 


tain the port and ſigute of an independent Atate,. 
there ſhould be irremediable abuſe. in the conduc 


of public.” afin, 10 juſtify the ſacrifice of na- 
tional dignity, The deed. admits of no alterna; | 
tive:—lt is ſuggeſted. by the. moſt, generous. feel 
iags of <A, — ie 


n to . vidual, deyates 
invigorates the character of the 5 Y2 


are well protected, comfortable, and — 
what Switzerland was, with ſome defeRts in is 

rrangemen but what it now has.ceaſed | 
to be, then be is Dy traitor, . 


to rank, and internally as to. happineſs... uh win 
be incumbent on me to. juſtify the opinion I have 
formed, .by. ripping our conſtitution. of the 
falſe plumage, in which, for this occaſion, falſe 
patziotiſm-drefles:it ; and I hope to ſhew that 
Ireland. in order to be practically free, ought 
to de incorporated with Great - Britain. An act 
of Union, framed as we ate authoriſed to ex- 
pect, will prove to the people a great charter 
of civil liberty. - To every other fide 1 look in 
vain for a conſolatory perſpeclive. Our prefeat | 
ſtate, of: connexion, is indeed, fublerriencys=- - 
633 with 
: 8 | | dur 
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_— two, there might be ment die 
2 the 8 to two,” — 


- = 4 > may evince, that we ſhould be 
mA breed 2 ſingle Parliament. 


1 11 and eſſenee of the connexion would 
= " "We change upon an Union eſtabliſhment; - al; 
dcm the tems ſhould beſomewhat-yaricd ; und 
= a3 to rank, and dignity, and importance, we have 
© note without the circle of S we have | 
ns claſms in 'that reſpe 


meien of thete nations to each other, would 
— 3 2 „ 
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=" 3222 to check the growth of fac. 
kions, and avoid themiſchicf of ſo many deliberative couneils, 
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An out mutual bebalf, all theoffices of good and bad 
neighbourhood. The United Iriſhmen propoſed to 
introduce this iſland to the world in the new cha- 
racer of a ſubſtantive government. Ireject and te- 
zeprobate their defign, with feelings, ſuch as might 
be expected to ariſe in the boſom of ani Engliſhman, 
if a ſcheme were propounded to teyive, under a 
republican form, any denomination of the Hep- 
tarchy. It is too late, at the end of 600 years, 
ts look out for new relations and dependancies. 
Blended in races by the intereommunity of that 
ſpace of time; alliwilated in manners, in cuſ- 
tone, and in language, it is now too late, to d.: 
turd the | throne of King George with the anti- 

quated dignity. of King Roderie. But then, the 
abettors of this plan. have ſomething to bold by, : 


in their! argument for _ Independence; whilft, to 
uſe the words of dur act of parliament, the 


perial Crowd of Eigland,” ohr mouths 2 arecloled;s 
Had can have no, ace of influence in the 
world, except what belohgs to it a member of 
the empire. The coſiſpiratots were aware of this 
difficulty, andthey attack d the Jaw, t the parlament, 
and the eonſtitution. They were perſuaded. = 
your veſtry, ot grand jury parliament, i is a falſe 
foundation of grandeur; and, as national eleva- 


tion was their object, or pretence, they quite 
conſiſtently aimed D the effabliſhment of an ap- 
propria te, oſtenſible government, to maintain 
our conſequence with alien powers. They ſet up 
agzinft the entire conſtitution, | * thoſe rights, 


ce 2=—; - os 


Crown of Ireland is ioſeparably Knit. to "the Im- | | 
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which you oppoſe only to ſuch parts, . do not 
— juſtly - enough upon falſe -premiſes 5 if 
that prideof nationality, which the politicians of 
your ſchoot aſſert only againſt ' Great-Britain, 
were neceflary to national happineſs ; if the va- 
nity of holding a rank +mong-ftates, was either 
2 wiſe, a ſalutary, or a juſt purſuit ; then, the 
means which theſe perſons pointed out, and theſe 
only, ought to be adopted. 8 
without the dignity of being a ſeparate ſtate,” we 
have all the inconvenience of being a ſeparated 
people. Itis mere delufion, mere eredulity to ap- 
prebend, that this kingdom ſtands more high in 
general eſtimation, by reaſon of the bye-laws 'of 
Worms 2 people, at the diſtance of 


the law and uſage of the empire, it derives..a 
Tight to bind the fubjets of this land. This 
is the beginning and the end of its . jurif- 
_ diction; and all the tokens and evidences. of 
"is 2 are not imperial, but muni- 
_ cipal. If ſupreme, in the ſenſe that vanity ſug - 
geſts, why may we not act againſt any power. we 
think fit? why not freely make contracts with 
any ſtate? why in either caſe, . 


— 
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of Britiſh congexion, to. bar or trammel our pre- 
rogative ? We are bound by *affeQion. 'Was-it 


then, indeed, nn wanderings of 
the heart, - that the: ki 
——— not Yo wg? I 


ſumption of authority, which may be inconve- 
nient to Great Britain. The vote of either, or of 
both Houſes of Parliament, would not; protett-a 


tion with which eee, ease. | 
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befide a deference for legal and preſcriptive eſta- 
C2 bliſhments 
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en RE ee he had, of * 
every claim that could de derived from the moſt 
obvious of our prejudiecs; although his adminiſ- 
"might have diſgufted the people of Fug- 


tration 
and; the Iriſh could not be difpleaſed with his 


meaſures, for the means did not affect them. and 
the end coincided with their ſenuments. Far 
from abdicating the Crown of Ireland, he came 
into the realm and challenged the protection of his 
fubje&s. The entire authority of the ſtate; was 
_ poſſeſſed by his officers! & parliament, by .elee- 
tion at leaſt as free, by national concurtence de 
 teaſt as popular, as any that ever fat in lreland 
: very warmly eſpouſed his cauſe; and a people, al- 
F On 
the other hand was King William, invited to go- 
n i oe = 
-pertimdent, ue 'by a vouventict oE- — 
the doubtful acguieſcence of the People. Ne 
claimed the crown under an a ; on which 


Ireland wüs not conſulted ; to Which, far from 


concurring, the' gave every teſtimony of diſſatiſ- 
faction; yet the Iriſh, preſuming to refiſt royalty, 
thus acquired, and exerciſedĩn deſpite and contempt 
of their opinion, their refiſtance was treated as iebel- 
lion, and puniſhed by a very extenſive confiſcation. 
In the 2 that empire, of which Ireland 


gonſtitutes a . moſt eſſential member, there are 


many things to inſpire a generous pride, an ele. 
vated conſciodineſs of dignity ; but when. you de- 
_ * — ſeparated . from the ag- 


gSregate 


L"- 3 
gregate fund of honour in which the entire ſtate 
participates, I am obliged to aſk. where can an 
Iriſhman caſt his eyes to ſeek for the evidence of 
his national dignity ? We choſe a monarch, be 
was expelled; we choſe a religion, it was proſ- 
trated; and adherence to the one or to the other, 
was animadverted on by heavy penalties. With 
what. prodigality was the ancient blood of Ire- 
land ſhed; with what vindictive profufion was 
the-proprietary body diffipated. Was it, that they 
betrayed the dignity af Ireland ? No; for they 
Were the Ireland of their day: but becauſe, pre- 
poſſeſſed with this very diſtinctneſs, they endea- 
voured to aſſume the port of an integral people, 
aſſociated, but not blended ; whoſe will, ex- 
prefled ſeparately from that of England, was en- 
titled ta ſome defexence; and in purſuance of 
this opinion, they thyarted the favourite mea- 
ſures of the empire: and, bad thoſe who capitu- 

lated with the Crown of England fewer and 
inferior rights, than perſons who came in under 
that power, and were planted and nurſed by it 
into opulence? or do gentlemen claim by a Tar- 
tar tranſmigration to inherit the pretenſiotis of 
the men, whom they deſtroyed? It does not con- 
fiſt with the appearance of decency, to propound 
tenets ag legitimate, which were deemed unlaw- 
ful when held by the Aborigines of the land, 
whoſe anceſtors might be preſumed to have made 
terms, for their ſettlement was antecedent to the 
royal title: upon popular principles, what beſide | 


compact - with them 3 a colour to that — 
iitle? 
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title? | Admit the Iriſh to be a ſeparate people in 
right of what are called firſt principles, to which yon 
oppoſers of the Union, have become fo fond of 
reſorting, and upon which, as on a rock, youima- 
gine the prerogative of diſtin& legiſlation ſtands 
eternal and inviolate; you will readily ſee to 
what abſurdities we are betrayed when we travel 
beyond poſitive inſtitutions. If Britain be an 
alien power, if the King's ſubjects of the ſiſ- 
ter iſland be foreigners, there is not a tenable eſ- 
tabliſhment in the country. All the proceedings 
I have recited, the ſpoliation of property in- 
cluded, were tyrannical and unjuſt, and ought 
to be reſcinded. But we are not a ſeparate peo- 


ple, but a part of the Britiſh aggregate; ſuch are 


we inthe eyes of the world, and ſuch are we 
rendered by theſe fundamental laws, which far 
from diſturbing, you propoſe to cheriſh; apd the 
adberents of the proſcribed eſtabliſhments, in 
Church and State, were a minority of the empire. 
The preſent forms of Ireland cannot be defended 
Upon any other conſtruction. The conſtitution 

of your ſtate, even the titles of your lands, are 
documents of this individuality. Whilſt I write 

a law is on its way through Parliament, to ſup- 

ply, what is ſuppoſed (able lawyers ſay erropeoul- 
ly, and the ſpirit of the inſtitution ſupports th heir 
afſertion) to be an omitted caſe 1 in the catalogue 
of conceffions. By this bill, in caſe the ſtation 
of regent of theſe realms, ſhould at any time be- 

come neceſſary, the nomination is excluſively con- 
ferred upon the Britiſh Parliament. Obſerve 


tbat to confirm a nk is a parliamentary fune- 
tion 


H 


| £4 J 
ion, and the Iriſh Houſe of Commons, who . re- 
: - Fule to be mixed with the repreſentatives of Bri- 


Per depolitaryof this prerogative. — 
tice with diſapprobation any act that binds, or 
| affeds to binal the ſiſter nations to each other. But 
Igroundupon this avowal, an argument againſt the 
Propriety of preferring a ſeparate, to an United 
Legiſlature, when it is to be given up, that the for- 
 mereanonly, byitsfacrifices, reconcileitgexiftencs 
| with that of the empire, I ground an arguriznt 
upon it of the abſurdity of cheriſhing- that tri. 
| bunal, as a piece of national importance, which 
gentlemen acknowledges unfit to exerciſe the high 
prerogatives for whichit demands ox reverence. I 
ſee no paramount or pre-eminent dh of con- 
fideration, reſerved to Ireland except the droit de po- 
tence, whichis, in truth, poſſeſſed in ample plenarty. 
And as I cannot diſcover, that our national dignity 
——— — of 
the Engliſh Crown, and a ſeparate legiſſature; 
ſo neither can Ladmit, that we ſhould be debaſed, 
by the rule of the ſame prince, and a general de- 
legation from every quarter of the empire. 1 
have endeavoured to argue this queſtion, with 
a view to ſnew that the incorporation, nom pro- 
| poſed, is no material deviation from the ſettled 
, — * lived 
- BD 


* The right of infiting capital puniſhment, 1 
| idher ſtanding opthe manor, called ! Ie droit de potence”, was 
_— ä nr—tʒ - IS | 


* 
we» - 
a> 


of A point of honor 
rately urged, al- 
ef pe ch 
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= eines — ipfairly ſupported 
"at Ftgament?}'s dimigution of my n ; 
- honor. IK ig eaſy te perceive for what purpoſe | 
— lofty pretefons in their ſeryice. 


| be face, and en only race 


pe baſhaws, ny 
of republican felicity realized! in 
e 's ariſtocracy; 
to our poliicalcondition, w! 
a fact, tous 1 to be — 


If 3 
are attach- 


- Great Britain. I havelaid down. the conſtitution 
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ought to. be, to flatier us wich the notion of being 
 fomewhat more than we are? No, the ambition, 
the pride, the profit of individuals are thus held 
out, as the dignity. and public good of Ireland; 
and will you be the deluded and deluding ac- 
complice of that etror? Not a peaſant but is 
trampled to the earth, when. „ 
the ſpirit, nay in the letter of your claims of in- 


dependent right, and of your jealouſies againſt | 


of Ireland, notas carved out or enforced by our po- 
tent fiſter ; but as it ſtands, the creature of oui om 
E legiſlature, deliberatively adopted. by the high- - 
minded Parliament of 1783, in the full career of vic- 
torious triumph. [ deſcribe aur political eſtabliſh. | 


»The gentleman, to whom this letter is addreſſed, im- 
puted to my former publication, the confuſion of civil with. 
political liberty. I apprehend that I am not guilty of that 
error ; but I conſider the fate itſelf to exiſt merely for the - 
| of the individuals who compoſe it. Political liberty» . 

or the privileges of the ſtate, is conſequently inferior to civil _ 

freedom, or the advantage of the individuals. The former is the 
the means, the latter is the end. The one is merely ſubſervient 

and auxilary to the other. I adopt Mr. Hume's ſentiments on 
this ſubject,. We are to look upon all the vaſt apparatus of 
our government, as having ultimately no other object or =» 
purpoſe but the diſtribution of juſtice; or in other words, 
the ſupport of the twelve Judges. King and Parliaments, fleets 
and armies, Miniſters and Privy — are all in their 
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Although the poliey of 2 diſtinct L e 
| confers no external uence on 
remains another ſide, on r to 
be examined, and there perhaps the merits of the 
inſtitution will be conſpicuous, I mean to turn 
to our domeſtic ſituation. The mediocrity of 
rank will fit lightly on the friend to. Ireland. if, 
in the abſence of oftentatious ſplendour, he 
ſces peace, content, and comfort the conſola- 
he b of ohſcurity. We muſt then look for 

kind effects of ary vigilance in a 
proſperous ſtate of ſociety, in proviſions for the 
people's happineſs; we ſhall find it illuſtrated ; in 
the liberal confidence that a free people r in 
the delegates of their choice, and their chearful 
| ſubmiſſion tq an authority they approve of. Aﬀec- 
tionate ſolicitude far their conſtituents, will diſ- 
tinguiſh the repreſentative body, and frank ac- 
quieſcence be the charaQteriſtic of the ſubje. 
Governments which are not powerful, have 
uſually their recompenſe in being paternal. — 
Really, if the ſtate of Ireland preſent this pic- 
ture, it were facrilege to deface it. What is 
the fact? It is on this fide our wounds are green : 
It is here the poignard has been driven home, and 
every expectatĩon moſt miſerably falfified. Such 
is the ſtate of fociety in Ireland, ſuch the eternal 
ſtruggle between rich and poor, not unlike the 
wars waged between the Indian tribes, and the 
back ſettlements of North America, that if the 
meaſure of our pride were full, and that we were 
eminently diſtinguiſhed among nations, it would 
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| thei fads? My ſolution of the difficulty is, that's 
chain of circumſtances which | ſhall preſently enn. 


5 and; : u diß fith of 7 S 
ous:countryman,(that luminary of Europe, hqjj,ñ]ññ] _ 
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Heavens bas withdrawn ta the repoſe of his exalted | 
any, are only con- 


in which he is placed; and from the chriſtieſt ha- 
dändman, to the moſt prodigal wanderer W 
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* i - of the 9 
„ rm cen fag bn 
Remove this Iriſman; whom they accuſe of indo- 
lence ton nem ſcene,”and to the influence'sf kind 
and mark the adtive interpiiſe by 
ich be is diſtinguiſhed. " Inebriety and idlenefs 
in our common people are not the cauſe, but the 
_  elleQuofour publicdiſorders ; upon theſe the ſhort 
| ſighted patriot may diſcharge his ſpleen with una - 


vailing indignation, whilſt the root of the miſchief, 
the fyſtem remains unmoleſted. Gentlemen muſt 


retallect, that the Humble man has his value: In. 
Woeial life function of high, of very bigh import 
* ance-is-alhgned- o him. Some means muſt be 
deviſed o allay the ferer of vigilance, ſuſpicion and 
jealouſy, and to correct the habit of buſy intermed- 
_ dling which" diſturb bim. Perbaps you will doubt 
_ the reality of this harraffing; 
are not converſant with the parts of the country 
- itinfeſts, It is not to be met in chi 
| nor generally in the cultivated feats. of the linen 
ure. Tou do not witneſs the evil, nor 
bear the complaint of thoſe who feel it. yo 
ſieek for information, you are likely to conſult the 
man, who exempt from the laſh himſelf; and not 
„it, is inadvertent to the conduct of 
others. The law gave io i part of the people ma- 
_ giſteriul powers over aniother. The law bas yield- 
ed to a better ſenſe of public good. But though N 
FA nb nt, manger] | 
r ſome men are * _ for 
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\ habits ; - and ſoch men will be found, unn s 
madical change of maxims ſhall render their poſi- | 

tion unte able. —— 

— deſcription. deſcription. Thoſe 
who err in the exerciſe of power, muſt of courſe | 
— ̃ —ę— > 
E minority. 
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c ts 5 "this country into it 
; barbariſm; the body of Clergy, from whom a great 
EB chooſe to receive religious conſolation, | 
ought in common prudence. to meet a very conſiderable de- 
ce of attention and encouragement. Ioſteadof this, the Ca- 
tolls Prieft is, ia ſome places, treated by our e  _ 
252 ſort of wizard, ho is to beanſwerable for the demeanour - 
of the Pariſh. For his example n= 
be ſtrictiy reſponſible 3 but if this be extended far, no man 
Vill eater into that miniſtry, who 1 in any: reſpeRt is f for u 
1 is inevitable; to have. a Catholic Clergy in this Kingdom. ; = 


x 


a very. important, care then ſhould be, to have that Clergy a 3 
eee ſo reſpectable;as 4 body, and in- — 
dividually, that they ſhall ſet a value upon both»public ae 


private reputation, and dread the diminution of either. Well 
Adnet mea.thould de provided, and induced to undertake 
the function we treat of, as ſuch anly are fit to conduct the 


people, and mould their character. una 


: a — 
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Habs the commencement of the 1ath century, 


dhe in ang other country during any ſpace of- 
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„ ca 
pontant in this kingdom, 23 the Romiſh Prieſthood, to ſeek 
| aucation is a foreign country, ar the hazard of being alien- 
_ ated free their on. This eee is eren 
y = end, as the eſtabliſhments or that purpoſe have periſhed in 

WE the preſent troybles on che Continept.. Still a Dar 
EW... © be fupplied to the watits of the people, and candidates will | 
42 noc be backward for” that funckiom. Jon muſt have this 
E 2 EN __ Cletgy of one” Kind or the other, cultivated” or illiteratez | 
the powerful mes of che country are to decide, they may incline | 
_ the balance either way. Let them be aſſured that if they ſuffer 
m onder to- by debaſed, the people will ok with them... 4 
2 will not ſubũſt under an Abiſſinian Prieſthood... 
If they wilk not 2ecept of the chriffianiey of the poliſhed | 
Caen world tbey may here thoſe abject ſuperſtitions 
thatieailt unden the name of chriſtianity, in fone parts of the 
Tui denen near the Archipelago. The government 
| ks, by the efablicument of the College ar Maynooth, ſhewn 
- mot - laudable-. diſpoſition. . But one is aſtoniſhed ta 
dan than the inflitotion meets very afiduous oppoſition from 
3 patty, who ingeneral diſplay their zea} againſt their Catho- 

£ he fellow citizens, Moral inſtruction is to be provided fot four 
I = E man regret that the ſtate 
wess up the cauſe, aud contributes to it moſt bountifully? 
I the inſtruction of millions to be compared to the 
accommodation of 2 fingle pariſh? Having ſaid fo 
muck on this ſubject. I ſhall add that the project of 
making proviſion. for the Catholic Clergy is not 
{© eaſy: of execution as at firſt view it appears to be. Some- 


ng. of thet nature might. be practicable, and in many te · 
ſpecks uſeful. 


* Ke im Sally's Memoirs um intereſting anecdote. ; 
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primitive condition, as to manners, as. to 
comfort, and e Ir. with * * vernment. 


end of legiſlation elf 1 2 ptotett man 
rain dee eee ee een 


| They were the laws of war, they were the lines 
and outpoſts cf z garriſon, Be it that thoſe rigid 
courſes were neceſſary to protect the recently ac- 
_ quired property, you will nat therefore require, of 


me to receive them, 36 a. peace eſtabliſhment of 

- morality. Itis enough for my argument, that in 
2 dhe agency of the- Iriſh legiſlature, à competent 
1 _ eaule is to be aſligned for the ill condition of its 
 ſubje&s. The Brink branches. of our ſtate oeca- 
- frgnally interfered to correct the ſpirit of angry 
E 
2 never 
- r — 1 hiſs before me, ex- 
_ preſſes with ſo much juſtice and good ſenſe the ſentiments 1 
| wiſh to convey; that I ſhall tranſcribe his words. Speaking of 
— the religious liberty” granted by the Empreſs Maria Thereſa, 
he ſays. It has been obſerved even in its firft operation, to 
Have produced, particularly in Huagary, the happieſt effects. ; 
The moſt mortal animofiries ſubliſled_ between the Roman 
| Catholics and Proteftanrs i in that cauptry, accafioned by the | 

. power which the laws afforded to the worſt meiibers of one 


communion (whe arg thoſe that are alway; buſy in ſuck matters) 
to grieve and hayraſs even the beſt of the other. The taking 
away of this unnaturas and i/-beflowed power has ftroogly ope- 
. fed COIN, Tos it probably 
MAY. .be long, when boch they and the cauſes from which 
© as Ne ie pl forges.” 20 1 
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_ were completely broken : It is — — 4 
poſe, thar with be aid of a conelitory feder 4 
rion, they might not have been rendered uſeful and A 
obedient ſubjeQs to the new ſucceſſion. The High- 4 
hand clans engaged rather more zealouſiy in the cauſe 
of the houle of Stuart. They ſe the wrath of thego- / * 
verument which they had exaſperated; but precau-, 2 
tion and puniſhment were temporary, and a calm was | f 
permitted to ſucceed. That bulwark of the empire. 
which Scotland is, Ireland would have become,,- 
bad ſhe been blefſe by a fimilar policy ; and te. 
ſourceleſs as we are, would Scotland have remain- I) 
ed, had the grantees of forfeited eftates been negli- = 
gently permitted to eſtabliſh themſelves in the go- "i 
vernment, F 
and of the people, and with their power to tranſmit - 1 
their jealoukes 10 poſterity. * The. y 
of | 


„ It is ſtrange that, when gentlemen mpeached the eth 
_ eaicy of the Union, on the evidence of the Scotch rebeilions, 


tt NS * 


ht: 


LO 


* s 


» 
Af 8 


the old indeed, ſhe efetually provided, but took no 


= She gave us « government of hereditary alarmiſts, 
ſion of reafſumption, would never ſettle, and would 
never permit a ſettlement to form about them. 
wt notions of political right will-probably be 
ſhocked at my aſſertion, that fimple- monarchy, 

* without repreſentation, had been preferable 10 the 

| jon of à party. So at the preſent day 

2 repreſentation, which does not tell for all deſcrip- 


P Is better altered than adhered 
to, for it can never 8 an impartial Io uni. 
* ä r n + 


precaution againſt the probable errors of the new. - 


WS Wa, 


I 6 2 
10 a better teſt than this. It has withdrawn the Scotch from 
an ancient prepoſſeffon, which three times prompted them 
1 r ey traced 
| c e 


; * "Tc Gutciics 5 freehaldem, but Ele 
18 will have their due influence over the Go- 
efithgor, when the repreſentation is confined to counties, 
ad counties of cities. And conſidering how they are ge- 
nerally circumfjaaced, the moſt favourable events, for the 
| body of the Catholics, will be, that the general importance 
of the * of frecholders ogle be augwented. | 


22. 


— 
. the people I 
pale 2 I Sender 

| F Re- 


— cory aſe yr, „ 
Iich Parkament © and redreſs the — * 
of the County ? why could nor the French nobility, aſſem 


died ia their chambers of notables, redreſs the inconvenicnc: 
_ of the people ? Becauſe, joined to all the other difficutties ot 


drawing them to the diſcuſſion, one of the nuit incoovenient 
things in the ſtate was, their own Cocſtizution. As iacor- 
por ting Union, e 
and, coaßſtent with the ſecurity of n 
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. tho of outlaws on 
{anger. Let me induce you. to 
inf, by pafing vicb =e is = fight 
ſurvey of cur modern hiflory. | 
Ted cloſe of the Revolution war, by the 


2 commercial reffriftions; but how many dftrifts, 
 avethers, equal in fixe to Leland, in which no inter- 


change of commodities is known beyond the rude 
produce of the earth, and yet ib boom er . 
fan, ane at peace with themſelwes, au with their 

ſuperiora, and five in the carte comfort of e | 
| ? Here ſeventy 

years of calm, only prepared the way for — 
| five yearg.of inſurrection. There. was in Munkier, 


„„ 
between Protefiants and Catholics, until the latter 
were completely -xooted out, and feat chro” be 
Ee en aa > cane, 


C > 
of Commons, could it be fuppoſed that open boſtiry ould 
be carried on for months, battles _ fought, and no- 
rices gloen fo perfoiis boder the penalty ofdearhi to cuit their 
| habitations, in any territory, ſubjeft to its juriſdiftion, wi h- 
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ment, which had permitt | 

2792 and 1793 there was 2 1 rifing. in. Louth, 
Meath, Limerick, Roſcommon, Leitrini, Welt: 
meath; endes Hearts of Oak, and Hearts of 
Steel; Peep of Day Boys, and Defenders ; United- 
men and Orange-men. Were the example, or the 
contagion, or the intrigues of France, accefſary to 
theſe miſchiefs, thirty years before the revolution of 
France was thought of? Our Parliament bas un- 
doubtedly never been niggard of remedial penal- 
nes. inbeo eum, like Moliere's' Doctor, ſaignereri, 
atque reſaignereti. But no preventative was en- 
quired after. 'The diſeaſe recurred with unabated 
vehemence, and will never ceaſe to recur, until the 


1 ſubordinate authority either 
varied, or correcled; and until the goverp- 
ment be rendered Wong in bebalf of the neg- 
 lefted peaſant, againſt thoſe who immediatelyin in- 
terfere with bim. 1 feel that details are invi- 
dong; let us avoid them by ſtudying the 
caſe of our country in the analogies of other nati- 
ens. Why have Greece and Italy degenerated? * 
Why does the Mameluke government in Egypt 
produce the moſt wretched ſubjecls in the world? 
From theſe you may paſs to another queſtion of 
ER IIS thy: is — lity- of the 
4 Ty -6 Let us 8 8 more 3 eg 


compare the Engliſh of the preſent day with thoſe under 
Henry III. Edward VI. Mary and Elizabeth. This people, 
now fo humane, indulgent, learned, free, and induſtrious, 
ſuch lovers of the arts and philoſophy, were then nothing 
more than a nation of ſlaves, inhuman and ſuperſtitious, 


_ without arts, and without induſtry. "=Helvetius's treatiſe. on 
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nt of. new Holland; "we 5 
ald E 'Pruflian diſcipline. 10 "their *eorreaion : 
p the veſlel of the ſtate afloat we 
"been conftrained 'to- -thiow overboard the. 
mo F uſeful and valuable elſes. 
8 of thele weaſures, tale conce 
2 ample, they only tend te firenghten my Aen. 
The partition is ſlender” between Governments 
"who — anke empl joy foree and thoſe to whoſe 
become ential. T admit, hat 
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de completely ate —— i 
"your goverhment, that theſe means are n | 
ename of common ſenſe, I 
of 8 which | 


- out, tate is conſtinited7* 1s. to ſtand on this 
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It was not untl after the Union, nion, 
„in Gcotland was aboliſhed, by the united 
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caſt, widely diffuſed through all the claſſes, of 
Ie, and, interfering with the pride and amb» 
_ tion, upd whiberery other prajanigo map, pick 
birth was not adorned by privileges, all theſe * con- 
curring circumſtances of FeritaBion had afted long 
and ſenſibly upon the people, and when the * 
voice of reform ſounded pd "Stag . 
tened to its promises and were ſeduced. 
Ian account for OPENS ps wa, 
= both in France and Ireland; but. IL do not 


rd with leſs horror the _outrages,-1 to which 
i ed; - not would T recommend in either caſe 


Tefs adivity in repelling the licentioufneſs that 


Ae from it. If the King of France had, 'on the _ 


firſt appearance of infubordination, *einployed, 
Kke the Btitiſtr Monareb, his 'hitherto untzinted 
force, be had added well and wiſely for bumanity. 
But indeed, he would have been unp 5 
＋ be, had fat down after bis vidory, to that very 

<conftitution, to which the refraftory temper was, 


with juſtice, to be attiibuted“ To the good | 


Kt: ſubduing his miſguided. ſubjeQs, our 
Sovereign adds the nobler enterpriſe of reclaiming = 
them. -Fhe rior dl n, and ther bf Landen 
1780, ought to have been ſuppreſſed by the fame 
"meafores; but the former ſhould have” given oe- 
An to a ſerious train of refle8tions; "wed the 
ref all popular riſings, a Ii amy Tel. h 
en for. The ces, tht ted to produc 
- diforders 
„E Where bey were hot thwarted; the rul- of the French 
. pot bei nes 
and did not brook oppoſition. pl 
+ This appears to be the objett of Lord Cornwallis's mi. 
ban do Ircland, and the end changer of his government. | 


ſpiracy, , nor the temper of _ thoſe who took 
3 the feld, <vuld have anfwered the purpoſe 


emp 


miſconſtru&ion. Let not my objections t 


tion has riſen to unparalleled proſperity. Iadmire 


* 
Aae nn commeritns tk the ſtate, are matters 


for the conſideration of the ſtateſman, not of the 


magiſtrate. Let civil ſociety at all hazäfde be 
preſerved ; but examine by what means civil 
came to be thus imminently in hazard. 
Neither the. views of the leaders in this late con- 


of improvement to this country. "Their ſucceſs, 
deatly purchaſed by the miſeries of war, waged 


at our on doors, and between the tendereſt con- 


nedions, could have only added to our other ca- 
[amixies, the domivion of a people, who in many 
countries have taſted of power, and in all 
abuſed it; of, if fortune favored the infurgents 
againſt their ally and their enemy, their climax 
of - yitorious hope would be the anarchy of an 


armed multitude. With them no terms were 


to be a, from them only deſolation e ee 
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is * improvement to der ejec ed, 
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which-is fake and prafticable? | ; 
| I-muſt offer my proteſt. 6 


our mode of limiting the manarchy, be deemed 
in impeachment of the principle. We ware 
not ſo fiwated; that it ſhould be neceſſary 10 
decide between 2 government of will and and caprice, 
and the rule of, law and courſe. of fettled Juſtice. 


Political, is the bulwark of civil liberty. 1 have 


learned as much as any other perſon to reverence 
that form of fociety, under which the filter. na: 


3 e 


tions z 
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Bons; but if in the entire mechaniſm 1 were 19 
= he ther are, wh pany 
tial to the perfection of the whole, 1 WSA 
point without befitatiot to the tribal which, 
reviſing the exerciſe of authority correct, its ten- 
 dency to degenerate. I have argued agaiit the 
fuperfſuons extenſion of the principle of patlia- 
mentary controul, and againſt an unprofirable and 
defufive imitation of Britiſh forms. When we 
pronounce this juſt eulogium on the Britiſh go- 
vernment, -ihat ir is ate Shi — Meh: 

,* and correſponds to its deſtination, we draw 
Er thar diferitmiinates it from 
our own. I am not indifferent to political esd, 
nor inattentive to the means by which it is to he 
procured, or to the value of enjoyment; but 
I muſt not therefore be 
object through obſtacles, to which a diffetence of 
circumſtances has given riſe, and'which that dif 
ference renders infurmountable. Is he the enetyy 
of liberty who ſays of France, that it is not" free, 
or of Athens that it was not happy? There are 
few ſhades of diſſimilitude between the conlltity- 
tions of America and France; but there is a dif 
parity in the habits of life, and in the diviſion of 
8 1 tell or * ur 


i e of back 20d deferydlly high taps 
tation, has made an eulogium of the Engliſh Conſtitution, to 
which, 1 ſo fully accede, that I am willing to yield the ir 
gument, if the deſcription can be made to apply to the go 
verament of Ireland. The Britiſh Gavernment is the 
only one in the annals of mankind, which has gitned at 
diffufing liberty through a multitude of people, ſpread over 


2 wideextent of territory.” Praſeſſor Millar's View 6f the. 
Engliſh Governmeat. 


expected to purſue” my , 


. 1 
| aginey of either gorernment upon 
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| The very inftitutjong, under which cd Roms flour | 


ed at one period, after a change of manners, proved 

her weaknefs; and the cauſe of her deſtruction. 
The civil privileges enjoyed under the Britiſh go- 
_ vernment are of univerſal application; but the 


Brifiſh diftribution of powers is not adapted ta 


many countries:; | and ftill contemplating the ab- { 
leading intereſts, which. are deſtined | 


in that ſyſter em, to be the protection of the.peaple, 1. 


ner of thoſe 


. Neither 
_ Wales Hor-.. Beatland. appear to me 10 afford 
proper- "far. a mixed. monarchy, but 


— 1 enjoy that advantage, engraſted on | 


the capability of Eögland. Ireland ſtands, at leaſt 


as much. as tho latter in need of this aſfſtance. You | N 


do not act in the ſpirit of enlightened 


but in a ridiculous and pedantic bigotry, , when, 


you chain , yourſelf down to the forms. of Bri- 
ti . E 


ſil Sf The 2 we "hone | 
fy obſerved, is wofully at variance wich . 


9 


theory of our govemment. In the attempt to . 
reconcilethem by merely internal regulations, there 


1 3 _ are difficulties not to be approached without | the | 


imminent bazard of anarchy ; ; whilſt neither the | 


ſtate is endangered, nor are its material inflitu- 


tions, by incorporating the legiſlative councils of 


the; empire and by that meaſure the powers and 


> * be cleared away, which. Abad 
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. 
people unfavorably. * Let me add, that this. 


4 
circumſtance of diſtinct and independent autho- 
rities in the fame ſtate, is anomalous in biftory., 


All 5 * * | 


Tiſh: 3 in our po- 
litical circles. It is there preſumed, that to mae 
ample proviſion for liberty and happineſs, we bare 
only to copy the code of 5 whilſt to that 
degree do circumſtances vary, thar in the exatines 4 
of the tranſcript we generally loſe the ſpirit of the | 
original, and the wideſt diſparity is tobe found © 
in the effects of which to the inen, x 
rife e fro to correſpond moſt cr 
For inſtance, the law which limited the duration 
of Parliament. Until the year 1768 every mem- | 
ber of the Houſe of Commons held his ſeat for - 
the term of his own life or for that of the King; 
it then was <nadted, that every eighth year a new 
parliament ſhould be elected. There was no ap- 
pearance of upon the face of this mea- | 
ſure; yet it was felt in ſome parts of the country aa 
aſcourge; in others it was a wholeſome, in others 
again an indifferent regulation; juſt as county 
. elefions happened to be affected by it; where the 
. people generally were Proteſtants, (I ſpeak of that 
time when the Catholics nnn 
* less due to. uſer * 8888 * 
Union with Great-Britain is calculated t to produce the be- 
acficial conſequences of a reform in Parliament, without 
throwing into the democracy of the country a weight o 
power, which the experience of the age convinces us, is not ta 
de xerciſed without abuſe, or conferred without iudiſcretion- 
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another, in proportion 48 they abe leſs fathilfarly 
ee, the fetten WY . Ich tset 
i the lnffsoce of the Place bill, nothing 
"ci conretved more fair, than to oblige'a re- 
titive; who has ſubmitted to the influence 
rde Gon, to return rn to. . conſtituents for 
Gerig rodatlon; but of your 30 repreſeucatives, 
194 ff am nomination, be influence 
mote from the effedts of popular cen« 
firs: het te ehe of tis famous law, waz to add 
| at cue, t e 
Fügt. 85 WATHE che ide dependen ized 
if 1784, is” ere 'by A. Houle of  Coai- 
midi; Mitel) tig with the country, * 
it mut obvio more the ame of the re- 
Prelenta Wes, "of the reptelc ite: 
s 1 'me, "not & cle 0G the. argon 
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Nr than in the attending members of the Houſe 
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"make up in public ſpirit for the 
able eircumſtances of its origin. It ſhould culti- 


L 2 J 


= don is neceſſary ſor the purpoſes of good Go. 


vern ment. The Britiſh Parliament, although 
popular in 2 much greater degree than 
ours, would be an emiticht: exception. In the 
late Conſtitution of the Dutch ſtates, was 

not any thing popular, beſide that widely diffuſ- 
ed proſperity, which aroſe from it; but an arif- 
vocratie body, governing by popular forms, ſhould 
the unfavour- 


pie the repreſentative character; at leaſt in fen- 


and commercial interefts; with a moderate inter- 


riment communicate with the People; direct or a- 
dopt the publick wiſhes; and diſchargiog its duties, 
with a telicareſenvbiliry to reputation, prove itſelf 
worthy to have been elected. The Britiſh Parlia- 
ment forms an efficient control upon the executive 
magiſtrate ; it ever anſwersthe purpoſe for which it 
is deſigned, better than a more popular and tu- 
muituous delegation. In that afſembly are collec- 


ted, theprincipal perſons of the landed, manied, 


mixture of active, aſpiring men, who ſupport the 
weight, and animate the inveſtigation: of public 
buſineſs. The proſperity of the greater number 
of mdrviduals, who fit in Parliament, is ſo inti- 
mately combined with the welfare of the ſtate, 
that they cannot more effetually promote the pub» 
lick good, than by inclining the miniſter to adopt 
their own views. The patronage of the Crown, 
which in a poor ſtate is omnipotent, here loſes to- 


nally its effeR ; it is not ſufficient to compenſate to 
individuals, their private loſs in a public injury; 


they cannot of courſe, be blindfolded to the negle&t 
6 . 
dalj 


ern So; 
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ily p gie 
in land, in lack. e 
pitat is mateviallyatfe@ed; you will find abundant | 
reaſot: for - relying on the aQtive” Providence of”: 3 
fociety, in'which theſe influences einin 
dominate: © - Who fo fit to ſuperinitend the face, as : 

an whe nts les key br tr 
ont! ral ts e overnment in bur 
'conftitution | ivy artficeracy ofper- 
Frcs i Use wht Bard Leben, "whoſe inte- 
reſts do not fluctuate with the good or evil of f the 
nation, Who have no danger to ap 


beſide a total overthrow o government, and from. : 


this cataſtrophe the ſtrength of the empire protects 
them. We have the name; fot, the utility, of the 
Britiſh ſyſtem. We have not the ſame reſources” 
to carty it on with effect; the fabrie is not füp- 
ported in Ireland by thoſe pillars which inſure its 
ſolidity ĩn the ſiſter country. The bulk of our 
landed intereſt is non- refident; our monied and” 
commercial intereſts are at beſt but rhinly leit. 
tered, and are rendered yet mote inefficient 42 
religious incapacities. There is not a mer rchan 
in Parliament; ſcarcely 4 man who feels the flue." 
tuations of the mogen market, and comparatively | 
few of the confiderable land-owners; the repreſent- ' 
ation of ſome kapital towns, and of the counties, 
abſorbs whatever remains to us, from habitual 
_ abſence," of 'n © proprietary body. "The feats for 
% are generally filled by getitemen, who 
enter Parliament in in 'purſuit of promotion, | and 
who bave few ſympathies-with the public. 
the ſecurity for a judicious inſpection of public 
3 is -bonor, in the other 
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16 the Houſe — has confiderably de- 
elited fince the year 1776, when the crown. be- 


| came liberal of: Teh peerages, A great part of 
the wealth, , recently acquired, or. improved, by 
- which this perpetual drain ought to be f * 
s Si the hands of Catholics, and theſe perl 

110 g cit bythe ef. 
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p- conclude ek ith apoſiiion, which cannot 
. too ſtrongly. - It the country 
does 3 for a. proper controul 
over the executive department, ſomęe acher pro- 
2 'viton' I to be made for the public. yelfare. 
The privilege of ſuperintendance cannot by: its | 
nature be indifferent, but muſt diregiiy lead to 
god or eil. 1; ſhould not be permitted to de- 
Mate from public to private purpoſes ; and if the 
|  Hrvafion of ſupreme influence in the date <= in- 

accur ately _ fled, ſuch miſapplication is ine 

ble. Jabbing and mangeuvres Yall diſgrace. "I 
x Triſh government, whilſt it is obliged to ac 
= „ who do pot diſ- 
dain the pratice. A man of fortune in the Hoyle 

: of Commons is a figure of fo much magnitude, 
"that Adminiltration cannot well reſiſt bim in any 
"thing he takes in head. Even a man of. leffer rank 
is too uleful not to be ratified. The Miniſter 
{ways the Britiſh Hou of Commons, hat an 
extremely different principles: he cultivates the 
favour of that body, by not preſſing "2 meaſure 
againſt the ſenſe of the majority; or of the. in- 
rereſts, which that majority are bound to culti- 
vate. When he ventures upon other conduct, 
they Wy their confidence, and his power 
terminates. 


5.8) 


"eoribinaces, Lord North and Mr, Fox poſſeſſed the 


means which ix. Pitt enjoys, of procuring a majo- | 
ence to ratify their reſpectve adminiſ- 


| rained bis place againſt the perſonal inclination of 
his Sovereign, What is the cafe at this bour ? 
Does Mr. Pitt hold the reigns of government by the. 
weight of his diſtributions? Has he corrupted the 
People of England? Parliament is but the | echo 


the adminiſtrati iſtration of his couptry. 1 
When I | publiſhed the OY you were 
2 to notice, I had in contemplation a more 
portant queſtion, than any that affetied the being 
a Phan lane. I looked io the people, for 
whom Parliaments exiſt. The views of govern · 
ment, and the circumſtances of ibe country f. ſeemed 
to have conducted us to the eve of a great change | 
S and the relation to the ſtate, of a molt 
comprehenfive : deſcription of its citizens, appeared 
to be weighed very lightly. Ungracious as the 
found is ta ſome ears, I cannot, in difcourling 
of the ſtate of Ireland, decline the concerns | 
of one of its moſt important "branches: * - 
have not prepared the political chart of the coun- 
try; as it lies open before me, I am bound to fol- 
low it. In an arrangement, which ought to be 
complete, as it was deſigned to be final, every 
murmur ſhould be collected, every complaint 
be fairly heard, and judiciouſly inveſtigated. Idle 
expectation, that the perception of inconvenience 
was to be blunted by neglect of its objects; as 
ſome animals imagine danger to be at an end 
when they have — their — on the purſuer. I 
introduced 


Sir Robert Walpole is faid to have re- 
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main unaccompliſhed ; in 
countries does not admit 
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* Such as the Orange Societies, of which I muſt rarer o 
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2 reflection has confirmed wy opinion, 4 
E rn of 33 in = 


8 len, and ingivigual n r 
pay, ff conn 1% retraftany of my leading: . 
afſertions; Im woſt Nil maintain, : that by. ! 
rating our parliament with that of, Ratgin v 
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have equal fecurity. for r 1 
and 2, much fairer praſpec of. à ſound ee 


the people, and to VETO e 
cial east of the repeal of the Popery Laws. "The queſ-_ 
tion at preſent before us, is of too much to ad- 
mit a detail of theſe ſubaltern follies ; yet 1 ſay the 

ople obſerve ſuch à combination, and are enabled 
n their temper from the publications that ſeem. to 
pleaſe them, abſurd and filly as theſe publications may in- 
trinſically be, it is an inducement to ſtrengthen Government, 
© 2 protection againſt them. 
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and an advantage. If you mean that-I have not 
entered into comprehenſive details on the head of 
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an higher nature. If our conſtitution be ſound, 
and H the operation of it be beneficial, I would 
not be reaſoned out of it by cold calculations of 
ſhipping-and tonnage; I would not be induced 
by all the wool and cotton, and alt the tes and 
rar, If ius defects 
S No Sake, ſhould - | 
a treaty of union proceed, there will be found a 
proper ſeaſon for commereial regulations, and the 
| concern will be important; but the ſettlement of 
the country ftands uppermoſt in my mind; prof- 
petity and affluence come of courſe when your 
ſtate is well regulated. The extindtion of our 
feuds would be of itſelf a fortune to Ireland; to 
pacify them ſhould be the beginning, the end, 
and the object of all our-endeavours. I can diſeuſs 
no queſtion but the means of drawing the people 
into amity with each other; and with the govern- 
ment; and of rooting, out, on either hand, the 
ſeeds of jealouſy. Tour conſtitution: may; be 22 
deilliznt a5 -thevry can make it; unleſs you can 

procure this temper, it is a ſplendid deceptiony 
and the utmoſt r 
3 


1 


an ae exilogue of e hich you 
to make ſo light account, comprizes whats 

ever bas kept the. people of Ireland at varianee 
with its government: The factions of the bigh ; 
the diſcontents of the low ; poverty and turbu- 
1 


Heat of dne, 44 in the oppo af 


fy» de point of hanour, I hope, is aſcertained, 
aud ſome progreſs made in the. conſiderations of 
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ciogs of Proteſtant and Catholic will ſubſide un- 


duced inta Parliament by an emapeipatios. ? In 
the former - cafe; theſe few- would obtain: the 
uſual parliamentary. conſideration; dy would aft 
like other men ip the; ſame place, and therw the 
matter would end without any- akeration in the 


i Capholic oppoſed to 3 Proteſtans Eden, preciſely 
as in the laſt century, when, the parties tan at 
length into civil wars, in which oe was endure 
102 pitiable ſabjugation. 


* There is not a line in this argument which does not apply 


ſons who are 3 


their fellow-fobjetts; A compariſon of the effefs 
of - the reſpeftive meaſures of union or eman- 
cipation. upon ni temper, ſhould form. the 


in a. _—_ — = 
8 the teſt laws are abro- 


os £04 he ae 
inconvenience ; no reſtraint is thereby placed up- 
on the untoward diſpoſition I have mentioned. 
The remedy is, of courſe, not fo ſubſtantial as 
this other, which makes the Government ſtrong 
againlt that temper, and which removes the mo- 
n ves and powers that ſupport it. On the moſt - 
favourabl avourable calculatiog, not above twelve could pro- 5 
cure themſclyes to be returned 10 Parliament, fix 2 
fuppoſe by purchaſe, and as many upon the 
landed intereſt” and that of open towns. The 
occaſional eleymion of a dozen men, is/not-to, 
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be compared in point of national advantage to a 
eaſure, which either equalizes all parties, or at 
leaſt reduces them to a ſtate of reciprocal inof- 
fenfiveneſs. The Britiſh government protefts the 
Catholics of France, Portugal and Ray and if 
It were not under ſome i impediment, why ſbould it 
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| Ae eee nic of witty Ss 
materially influence, it is more the intereſt of the 
Cathdlics to live under the juriſdiction of that, 
which has not been educated with any indiſpoſi- 
tion to them. Now the majority of the Iriſh 
Parliament has upon all, or moſt occafions; dif- 
played ſtrong marks of rooted difiticlivation' to 
that people. Nay it is a faſhion with many per- 
ſons of high confideration here, to diſſike a man 
for being a Catholic. This is certainly not the caſe 
in "England. - Proteſtant and Catholic, not having 
been known there, as political parties, for above a 
century, the diſtinction became obſolete. The li- 
| beral and continued intercourſe of the faſhion- 
able, the diplomatic, and the commercial claſſes, 
with Catholic countries, contributed alſo to obli- 
terate the prejudices, which formerly. aroſe 
from che "difference of religion. Except through 
the inter poſition of the Crown, which is the 
Britiſh branch of our Government, the Iriſh Legiſla- 
ture h as never been diſtinguiſhed for condeſcenſion 
82888 
"= 2 


ol the ſfate . "= 
cite . watives of a petty and a- 

pricious diſapyro — 4 I am therefore indiffe- 
vent. 0: the. declarations which any, man, or an) 
er” may make, I know the Britiſh Govern- 
ment is conducted upon principles of reaſon, and I 
can calculate how far reaſon. will go. From 
ibis light. aaly one may with confidence pro- 
nouncy, chat ib Catholics will, on the Union eſt» 
bliſkment, Main a total eligibility and, what is 
Wore material to. them, that until they do obtain 
n, hey willhaveancxemptionfrom ve atious jea· 
_ *lgutias, and the pra ical enjoyment of the privi- 
leges, which. have already been conceded to them, 
u may canal be predicted, that in a collective 
capadity,. the Catholic: body will not be. ad- 
vanged to be 2 dominant party either in Church 
ar State, becauſa whilſt the balance of property 
inelines againſt them, 1 —_— 
.. | 


| Ir way be right to 3 as the fe. 
thalics cannot materially influence the Parliament, 
although they cpnſtjtute-a majority of the popula- 
tian. They ate excluded from the boroughs by the 
Condtitution of them; and from the freedomot ci- 
ties hy the jealouſy of the magiſtrates. You will per- 
hapsaſk of me, wherefore we were anxious to pro. 
curethisfranchiſe of ſuffrage, of which the operation 
is ſo much reſtricted. Es Hogg wa Gans 
_ have 
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; ould” have none at all. Becauſe although a Ca- 
tholie intereſt does not preponderate any where, 
yet the individuals of that communion ought to 
have the full benefit of their reſpective firuations. - 
A Catholic tenantry will vote with their Proteſ- 
tant landlord; but is it indifferent to them, that 


they, as well as their neighboars, RES 
te cafe that comprinent? 


ud in evil life that the influence of the. Ca 
tholics prevails : there indeed it is immenſe. As 
they: compoſe pretty generally the trading and 
induſtrious portions of the community, they are 
concerned in the greater part of tranſaQtions 7 
through the kingdom. The bar, wholeſale mer- | 
chants, attorneys, perſons engaged in, money 
dealings, will always cultivate the favor of this 
part. of the people. Now the relative importance 
of. ſuch perſons, will generally riſe in conſequence , 
of an Union, and thoſe who will relatively de- 
cline, are the perſons moſt independent of theſe, 
influences. The Proteſtant Prelacy of Ireland 
have generally declared, that in the event of an 
Union, they could no longer imagine the intereſt. 
of the eſtabliſhment entruſted to their care, tobe in 
any, wile endangered by the moſt liberal indulgence, 
. totheſubordinate communiqus. Is this ſentiment. 
no recommendation to perſons who wiſh to enjoy” 
in peace the advantages of their country? 
he 1 — | 
theCatholics to political franchiſes, aie to be found 
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in the ſpeech of Mr. Foſter, (the Speaker) in 1793: 
they follow very cloſely the reaſoning of Lord Bo- - 
lingbroke, agaitift a Catholic Prince, in his letter 
to Sir Willam Windham. But the analogy com- 
pletely fails; fot as the prince is made for the peo- 
ple, ic is juſtifiable to impoſe on him a condition of 
conforming to their convenience ; but is abfurd 
to talk of making ſach terms with the people, 
for whoſe accommodation and advantage the ſtate 
exiſts and was created. H you prove that a par- 
ticular franchife cannot with propriety be entruſted 
to thoſe inhabitants at large, ho are obviouſly 
within its purview, the concluſion, in my mind 
. is, not to form a monopoly of this fra 
chiſe in favor of the few who — to, think 
themſelves fit to hold it; but remove altogether 
the carter of comeution. 


 Embelliſh it by whatever ſplendid names you 
pleaſe, the government of Ireland is an oligarchy. 
In the popular member of our conſtitution, the 
weight of certain individuals is immenſe, and 
that of the people is inconſiderable. This bears 
materially upon the Adminiſtration; for neither are 
the miniſters of the Crown acted upon in any 
eminent degree by the influence of the people; 
nor have theſe the benefit of that i 
among his ſubjects, which muſt be the natural 
feeling of every monarch. There is a controul 
indeed over the royal authority; but as it is al- 
moſt completely ſevered from the public in- 
tereſt ; it is neceſſarily directed in its exer” 
cle bythe private views, or at bet by the per 


ta I 


ſonal” cluiratter.of he individuals who compete 
mn. A compromiſe is is made, fcb as. bas been 
uſual under very irregular governments, and which 
if it were not the reſult of diſorders in the ſtate, 
muſt eventually introduce them; the patronage 
and internal management of the country is given 
up to. thoſe who have power to do, what uſually 
is called the King's buſineſs ; that is, to raiſe the 
ſupplies, to preſerve the Britiſh intereſt and an 
— dorwpcs thy ens gonna. . 


" The cenvdendle: mncins af ade clay 


are, by the nature of their ſituation, rendered ap- 


prehenſive of a popular ſpirit, and adverſe to the 


body of the people: it cannot be otherwiſe ; when 


power is not bottomed upon hereditary prepoſſeſ- 


ſion, popular favour, or the influence of pro- 
perty—the perſons who hold it muſt be ſenſible 
that it is inſecure, and that it is invidious.—They 
will ſeek to turn the popular mind from public to 
private conſiderations. Any tendency to a com- 
petition will be ſeized with avidity by men, whoſe 
motives are very urgent to promote it; they will 
meet in their adherents, the greateſt prompti- 
tude to ſecond them 2 _ dank; 
for 


The only thing which the King cannot do in Ireland, 
is to confer favour upon a certain deſcription of his ſubjects, 
and that deſcription by far the moſt numerous. What an 


outcry, what an oppoſition, when any kindneſs id ap- 
prehended to them ! ſo that the Crown is here free iff its 

„ but circumſcribed in its benignity—the very te- 
verſe of what is defigyed by a popular conzroul on the Ex- 
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hended by then a8 4 r by” - 
| heir ſuperions@ The excluſive ſpirit which they 


ſeek pretenees of miſtruſt and jealouſy to 2uthorife, 
ꝗ6P—— mages — 
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© * Among. the Protefiagts » = Tg de fo theſe i oF 
cements, and the Catholics of* the fame rank, there has --" 
long appeared a tendency to an oblivien of their ancient differ- . 
ences; but the jealouſies of the dune kave ben revived t 
different times artiſiciall x.. 

- Fromutte mentgrable meetings: Dacgannon; toabout 2785; 
this diſpoſition to harmony was very prevalent. The two deſ- ' 
criptions diſplayed equal zeal to reſiſt the invaſion we were 

then threatened with, and ſhared rogether | the Volunteer ſer- 

vice. Aboutthis latter period the peaſantry of Munſter, 
fell into commmotions on the old ground of tithes: publi- 
cations immediately iſſued from the preſs, ſtuffed with af- 
perfions on the religion and moral character of the Catho- 
lics; repreſenting them as a refractory, prrfidious people, 
who were to be kept at the point of the ſword from you. The 
expedient ſucceeded. The paſſions of the people were 
ſet in motion, avd the incipient | harmony was broken 
up. effeftually. Another incident occurred lately. pat 


out of the way th- diſpotition, the very prevalent anxiety 


©) 


. | to.infinuate that every Catholic was a rebel, and to confound un- 
1 „  _ Ry > es. 
1 tution). 

3 Dofor Caulfich, the Catholic Biſhop of Ferns, had the 


misfortune to live in a county which was the ſeene of the 
late outrages. He, with thoſe of his clergy whom he could 
collect about him, exerted all that in ſluenee, which in better 
times their function, and perſonal virtue had acquired, to reſiſt 
the cxceſſes of an amed mob, and at the imminent peril of 
their lives, reſcacd many from maſſacre. This was the conduct 
6 
tian 


* 
i ns A 4 


* mn 
-” a bo 


oo tm | 23 nad 
of TR * 9 


' * J - F N $ = 
8 * my 0 * 9 4 ” v * 5 - 2 q 
1 * 4 1 2 * 
.* * 8 4 
5 4 4 


* 1 
89 * - rn 5 ks 
"* . S 


5. —__— TE | 


_ Thate 2 the * of ſong. 


which 


* 
1 | nent ä ry — by 


. — * " 
L * * 1 4 . 4 , 
2 „ b 5 . . . an 
ng = = . 0 > 
k * | _ 


* "idea. that any particular difapyrobe 
Ec gious tenets enters into this baſtility. 
«© of r but if any other equally 
3 e defign, it would equally de made 
| may talk, and H amm fyre you believe 


| | tian clergymen deſerve every applauſe that can be beſtowed upon. 
3 a ſublime diſcharge of duty; yet there gre perſons ſo much 
1 Ito perceiye, that Roman Catholic — have nth | 
88 e e r eee > 
2 impreſſion on the nds of 28 7:8 
Liens. There are many perſons now alve, who recollect, when 
it was very uſual to terrify the Proteſtants by reports of ham 
. plats and eyen days were when the Cathalics, it 
was aſſerted, were to riſe and . them. Theſe artifices 
have fallen into diſuſe, 1 he affairs of this country came 
Jo be more cloſely looked 5 ide Britiſh Adwinifft- 
tion; aud nee the Obvernment by. Lords Juſtices was 
_ diſcontinieds \Lard Townſhend. was: the firſt Viceroy wha 
n in is attempts to break the a1 
.  ., Joeracy, he tou 155 ſoudd it expedient a dome little coins: 
* ey np on the tybo * — big 
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under which. Lore — hey 
(procure! lot ended out he 


But from - 

r . a — 
neſs of their habits, or of their underfianding, way 
be faid io conſtitute the vulgar,” obſerved *with 
great ſpleen the advancement of men to the or: 

Je 4er of fellow citizens,” whom they had been ac- 
cuſtomed to regard as ſubordinate; and their jea- 
louſy was n 
powerful. "The novelty of their fituati6o, the 
warmth of controverſy,” but” above all the un. 
neigbbourly temper that broke ödt, whilſt the re, 
peal of the popery laws was. agitated, did betrs 
= of the Catholics ee iti EM N 


ebene e af the" Þ 1 
plate, and ſo much was the merit of this meaſure to be at. 
tributed to the royal interpofition, that when in the begin- 
Rn far Jeſs extenfave, was propoſed, 
it was contemptuouſly. ä On the: * the 
n „ 
„ . 
a a EE bo Go, hoe 
from the indivĩduals in authority. As tothe rebellion, conceive 
the remote operation of the popery laws to have conduced to 
it, by throwing too much power into the hands of private 
_ gentlemen, by preventing the diffuſion of property, and ſo 
creating a lawleſs in the comma people; but cer- 
- adnky in hed norking in it of political pretenſions of the one 
party againſt the other. If the rebellion had not been ſup- 
| preſſed, there is ao doubt it muſt bave proved fatal to reli- 
— TOI: . 
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— you confder adyances 19 cop- 
ciliate, were accompanied by ci 
appear to me to have rather repelled each people 


ed to weave, manners unravelled as 


There are families in Ireland. who, having afted for | 


generations upon this crooked policy of diſunion, 


bave at length loſt the clue to their conduct, and | 


candidly conceive that whilſt inflamed by paſſion, 
they. purſue their intereſt, 


tion, intercourſe have contributed, ſo entirely to 
work into the frame of their minds, the anti-popu- 


lar prepoſſeſſion, that in the modern-manifeſtations 
of zeal for Proteſtantiſm, as 2 political not a reli- 


3 in order to carry on 
the government without obſtruction; and its con- 


fied. Now can you for an inſtant argue that this 
is a ſuitable organ for the management of the moſt 
divided people on the earth, and of the 


were 8 by Deiſts. If they SR WE 


ther, they would have bern induced, as they were in France, 


to leave their Paſtors in a minority of timid devotees and 


women, and the former pretenfions of that clergy to popula- 


rity, would have occafioned to them a very bitter perſecution, 
I fay with confidence, that the ſemiments I here expreſs, 


were, pending and previous to the late commotions, enter- 5 


' tained by the — 0 


ſtances which | 


_ fromtheother. Thetextare that ayiſation aticmgs- | 


intereſt, they are cultivating en 
ſober and judicious principle. Tradition, eduea- 


ſent muſt be procured by the terms I have ſpeci- 


moſt Jar. 
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eneou- 
diſpenſed-ac- 

ng to the ſe ngs and intereſt of the Sovereign; 
Wey wilt be difpenſed indiſerimiuately, for been. 
"non of a Prince places him above the views and 
DS which paſs from private into publie life; 
cannot be ſenſible to any other Uivifion of bie | 
people, than of thoſe who are, or who are not re- 
| Taltory to his government; thoſe who-make>bis 
domigious flouriſn or who neglect them. Here 
are my premiſes: Ireland ſtands emibently in net 
ot it impartial Adminiſtration; ſtraugely predil- 
_ "poſed to „ eee eee _—_ 


ragement and " ptoteRibn. will be 
by 


E who. 1 denkhes parties: e Aa 
"that diltaft us, as by a power that nature and 
_ fituation. render indifferent, and which i in addition 
" preſents an "<q ceurity for our civil 
Jiberties? If with vou, I attributed to accident, 
any part of the temper which we all deplore, I 
Sade dilpoſed with you to expeti the remedy | 
from time and patience. The hiſtory of Europe for 
 -ofew/years back, that rich harvelt of experience, 
_ has inſtrufted' me not to admire the ſhort cut to 
Political! improvement. But it is here I beg leave 


_ particularly to. remind. you, that the ſource of our 


country's. misfortune ſeems to lie deeper than 
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i falions? — 4 
to diviſion, is the 


ve can have the ſecure enjoyment of 


afſewbly, with the advantage of 
in my opinion, to an n 
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ſecute with vigour aud diſcharge the 


;night. ge wikis be et. 
| Catholic, or e- 


* 
my aſſe tion, that the neceſſuy of 
ed for a * a great change of manners, to 


2 . 
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nll hy rl 


ben ot abuſes. © Not the primitive ' miſchief 
alone, but all its iucidents are to be reftified. . 
All the bearings, and relations of authotity are to 
be varied: civil ſociety itſelf is to de new-nodelled. 
Where is the power, where the perſeverance, | 
where the virtue, to undertake that taſk ? to pro- 
duty with 
Kdelity? Are we to await in pious expefation, | 
that the country may be regenerated by the play of 
faftions, w where fa&ions are provetbially corrupt? 
ot retrieved Yr mat Pans coef | 


governor, whilft noto 


. 


d 2 joel 3 is the gayerament 
of Ireland? How many of theſe cabals would | 
ſrt up'to/gbſtricet @ projet; by the teres of 
- which oearly WeFthem would be offended? Na 53 
N the cabals be firſt put out of the way, and then 
. hs Rupendous Abu of improvement may 
* When the borough intereſt” * be 
bed and fixed in England, its bearings and 
_ _ relations will be altered materially as to the chipire, | | 
but almoſt totally as to Ireland. It will no longer | 
feet the hecelliry. of leaning for ſupport on party 
n and if any perſons ſtill retain 4 bank- 
_ ering for that ſlate expedient; the Crown, reliev- 
Ee from its aQual fate of dependance, would be 
fax competent to controul them. 1-ſmile to hear 
: ye tell, what prodigies were to be effecled by 
particular adminiſtrations : weſlould have a Vice- 
18 in each patiſh to carry into effect any exten- 
_ five ſcheme of benevolence. General benefit and 
impartial kindpeſs to all the people is a flate of 
 gouſiraint under our preſent arrangemeht. A 
- Chief or may.extend the pradiice, juſt ſo 
Kras bis. eye and his activity can reach and for juſt 
o eg a tetm as the duration of bis authority. 
ow vigilance relax for an hour, or let a ſuc- 
* game, with different views or inferior ener- 
gx—chags returns gain; T 1 n 
10. ſuſpjejon and 49 
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 baps any pe im polices, fince the Duke 
5 Ormond ed that N What = 


„er kutle Has he bewn able to effect? ? How una · 
5 N will all * 3 prove, if POLE from 
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Wbat were the virtues of TI © the Roman 
world? They paſſed without conſequence or. im- 
preſſion, beyond rr 
played: As the beam that ſhoots acroſs à dull ho- 
rizon, for an inſtant it ſeems'to eher, VER 


neral gloom envelopes jt. 


cit confidence. I propoſe to truſt to the Cron, 


- becauſe the intereſts of the Prince concur fo ex- 


aly with thoſe of the people; and, as little in- 
clined to general ſuſpicion, I inculcate diffidence 
of the native powers in that point Oly, Where 
I ſee them repelled from the general good by the 
law, the omnipotent law of ſelf-aggra1 
; and- merely to the extent of that repulſion. Does - 
my credulous faith embrace the honorof . 
It does preciſely, under the guidance of the ſame 
rule, and to the ſame latitude. The. Britiſh Go. 
vernment is conducted upon principles which 
forbid me to ſuppoſe, that it would be unjuſt | 
gratuitouſly, and to its own detriment. / 
2 I fix my mind, where 1 ſee politive regula- | 
| tion, ſupported by obvious intereſt. Our empire 
depends for its exiſtence in the European ſyſtem, 
on the reſources of its ſubjects. Compared with the 
powers to whom it is oppoſed, its population is 
ſmall, its range of territory diminutive. As ſhe 
is obliged to adopt a naval .method of defence, 
England could not, if ſhe were inclined, act in 
that ſpirit of ſummary deſpotiſm, which we ſee 
practiſed on the Continent. Conſtraint may col. 
le an army; plunder may ſubſiſt and clothe it: 
* 


* politically, i 1 nadie of ==" 
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— which i. N 40 4 thariffvic - 
ate, eis oily be ken Thom = people in pe- 
back. Nee if the ſubje&# of Ireland were Reh, 
and that a waywatd Parliament dealtout the pub- 
He treaſure with a 4 parſihoniohs hand, I might 
5 the Miniſter was anxious to be relieved 
from the reſtriftion. When I find, that à poor 


ate is taxed x y; taxed to the full amount 
bf What is at auy vials demanded, I muſt endea- 
rout ue ate a motive more intelligible. Aan. 
general exigence. Granted; but does it therefore 
mean to wring from poverty by means of a new 
conſtitution, what it may have at diſcretion un. 
det the agency of the old ? or does it rather un- 
. dertake the ſevere taſk of bringing this new or. 
der to perfedion, that it may create by a-more 
kind management the ability to afford affiſtance ? 
_ it propoſes to diffuſe content, to protect the pro- 
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ductive claſſes, to govern us, an experiment which 
with 


has not yet been tried, in ſome 
he genus of the nation. Truly if the officers of 
the Crown bave any other object in view, they 
give themſelves much unneceſſary trouble. If 
they entertain deſigns of a leſs gracious kind, they 
zurſue their end by the moſt improbable and un- 
profitable of all expedients. I have ſomewhere 
'read of a giant who was choaked by a fix-penny 
. loaf after he had breakfaſted upon wind-mills. 
Have all the old contrivances for government in 
Ireland failed? Is the hand paralized that diſpenſes 


JH. Has influence become * 
To 


# 
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| Abe Pain and ferioud, — 
meaſure of regulation for Iriſh people or lin 
pretenſions, which might not be carriedinto ei- 
feat without this concuſſion and this removal, 
 , _ and effected too by means, infinitely leſs trouble- . 
3 ſome and invidious? But, ſay they, the Miniſter 
E projects to render this iſland a military depot for 
the Empire. Then indeed, be is a fimpleton, who 
— bee gan which — 


F <cquilibcum. Thon ink thathe deprives bicaſelf | 
* | fa very ene .. 
+2 All os. of auborky. ae. pat + 


1 dect, it is alone the public mind, which the 
3 Miniſters have at preſent occaſion to cultivate; 
or from which they bave any thing to apprehend 
in Ireland; and after an Union, the public mind 
will juſt act as powerfully as before ; and it may 
as well communicate its . 
nal, as to the local legiſlature ; for the repre- 
ſentation will not in either be very accurate or 
minute, or much more than virtual. What, after 
all: her exertions to produce a change of govern- 
ment, of which this country ſtands in need, Great 
Britain is at once to caſt the advantage from her, 
nnd play thetyrant to her own detriment! She 
is to go to Ruſſia and the Morea to look for - 

troops, and will not attach to her a warkke 

people, ber cloſeſt neighbour! She will ſuffer this 

land in every war to be the advanced poſt of the 
enemy! Such terrors are for the nurſery, and 
more ſimple than children ate thoſe who will 
— them. I confeſs if, ** the * 


. 


vernment r even by iu in- 


 fervation, to deat honeſtly by this kingdom, I 
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1 r entertain theſe apprehentfions, 4 


reveſty even by the urgent neceſſity of ſelfpre- 


+ ſhould much beſitate to doom a man to death 
who tarded bis thoughts to ſeparation... Good = 
banden, how do yen ſupport the Crown, when 
you lay down, that the ſtate, over which his 
Majely prefides; is the moſt . 
— — 3 

If between government and the ſubjeft there 
is te be no amneſty—no oblivion of erroneous 


ris of coiſduA, 26 to crete ſatisfaftion in the 
people. 


Relations commercial and political are 
at this day hetter underſtood, than they were in 
— the middle of the preſent century. The ſcience 
_ of eie y is ſtill in progreſs; and are we to fix our 
eyes upon the retroſpe@, and pine over ex- 
ploded faults? and are we to imagine that in the 

great change of maxims that has taken place, 
2 impolitic proceedings will alone be 
preſerved, N Oy ſylem of condutt” bes 


citvks; and _aroued for 2+ oenfive; abjured by 
 ſriteſchen, and cenſured by authorities; and all 
wis tae the mere love of doing evil; for the apo- 
Jogy for putting any reſtraint upon this country, 
thi ouly obe indeed, ever offered, that Ireland 
was not pledged to all the burdens of the empire, 
is at an end, when the two countries ſhall be 
formed by an * Union into one 
3 = Suppoſe 


( 33 ) | 
_ Suppoſe our domeſtic government were to be 
SPN teſt, and to the 
fame rigid ſcrutiny, bas it ſo exerciſed its func- 
tions, as to be entitled to the confidence, which, 
on the ground of England's delinquencies, we are 
adviſed to withhold from the Imperial Legiſlature ? 
Has ſuch been the blameleſs tenor of its politi. 
cal exiſtence, that we are to throw ourſelves with 
implicit reliance on its diſcretion.? If falſe 
* be inexpiable, where is the ſhade of the Popery 


- abridged our foreign trade; a ſeries of Engliſh 
writers * expoſed r . 
was aboliſhed. The Parliament of Ireland ſub- 
| mitted to the inconvenience, -and filled up the 
| ſtem, where it was incomplete; but it alſo in. 
terdicted the people from the cultivation of the 3 
land, and from civil liberty. We might have 
lived without foreign trade; but what is a nation 
without arts, or manners, or improvement? A 
la was in force in this kingdom, to a date as recent as 
the Britiſh reſtrictions upon our commerce, which 
authoriſed any man tofix at five pounds the value ofa 
Papiſt's horſe, or to levy upon that deſcription of 
the people the „ depredations com- 
mitted upon the coaſt by an enemy. Now I rely 
upon the manners of the age, that theſe laws will 
not be again impoſed. I rely upon the ſame man- 
ners, and upon an improved ſenſe of public, 
Intereſt, that the Catholics will not again be ren- 
dered incapable of holding landed property, even 
although no more than twenty years have elapſed, 
* reſpect, the ſtatute law has been cor- 
G rected 
* Child, Decker, Poſtlewaite, nd. «an 


Laws to repoſe? The Parliament of England N 


ts Y* 


0 their favour. Shall we not at leaſt 
expect the manners of the age, to be as accu- 
rately followed, and a judicious ſenſe of publicin- 
| tereſt to be conſulted by an Imperial Legiſlature, as 
by this domeſtic Parliament, which does not touch 
the people very cloſely either by delegation or 


property? It is morally certain, that the Britiſh* 


government muſt, for its own ſake, conduct 
this nation with a view to its improvement; 
and equally certain, tliat paſſions muſt eternally 
ariſe, which will prevent the high Proteſtant aſ- 
cendancy from becoming a mild dominion. I 
conceive that the controverſy between the Miniſter, 
and a certain party, deep in the oppoſition to this 
' meaſure, might be reduced to a dialogue of this 
tenor. © Sir, we will undertake to preſerve Ire- 
land to the Crown; but you mult give up the 
— country to car miode of management.. No, 

gentlemen, 


No r has contributed in a greater degree to 
render the Union popular in ſome parts of Ireland, than the 
temper diſplayed by the gentlemen who came over, in the 
beginning of the diſturbances, as officers of the guards and 
militia regiments. It was not the leaſt of the good conſe. 
quences reſulting from that generous and fortunate acceſſion 
of military ſtrength, that looſe ſuſpicion ceaſed to be fol- 
lowed by the puniſhment of atrocious guilt; and the 
religious deſcription, under which a man was claſſed, to be 
received as preſumptive evidence of his criminality. Thoſe 
whoareacquainted with the ſtyle of converſation that prevailed 
during the laſt ſummer, will readily agree, that Ireland was 
ſaved from itſelf by the Britiſh reinforcement. The party 
would have choſen in preference, to arm their own adher- 
ents, who were certainly very adequate to ſuppreſs the re- 
bellion, but wheſe means and projects for reſtoring peace 
were ao leſs perniciags, | than the diſorders they were op- 
— to. 


- theirpolitics in College-green, happened to enter- 
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men 1 not approve of landed 5 
= i i» bad item, which has been _ too 
„ long, and we are weary of I know 
Ireland may be. kept by a A of 
<« terror; but a reſourceleſs ſubjection will 
< not anſwer the exigencies of the times. 
* muſt not only hold Ireland, but make it a pro- 
< fitable member of the empire. I will endeavour to 
* reclaim the people. The Duke of Cumber- 
e land reduced Scotland; but a judicious ma- 
nagement, and clemency ſecured it. I will & 
1 apply with equal vigour and 
<« vigilance to all claſſes of the Iriſh nation. 1 
hold you gentlemen by your properties; I will 

* gain the affeftion of the lower people.”— 
This language ſounds ſtrangely in the ears of per- 
ſons who cannot imagine any reſource of im- 
| perial government, except ſticking Ireland by 2 
pow to Great-Britain. They exclaim that the 
connectio of the country is in danger; they made | 
the ſame exclamation, on the different ſteps to the 
abolition of the popery laws, and each outcry may 
be explained by the other. The narrow provin- 
cial or garriſon policy, to which their minds had 
been formed, was certainly put to hazard. But 
the members of the cabinet, not having imbibed 


tain a more rational and comprehenfive ſcheme 

both of government and connection. | 

The law of the land does not bear heavily on the 

Iriſh people.* They are oppreſſed by the practical 
diſcipline . 


I have omitted a head which is 1 but which 
has been already very ſenſibly diſcuſſed. Thg difference f 
intereſt detween the government and the running in 
adverſe current, and only to be reconciled by an Union. 


4 a1; 
— rich and poor, and by | 
ariſing from the local ma of counties and 


 diftrifts. Then, preſerve the law, and take effec- 
tual meaſures to compel a change of practice. The 
mild application of authority may jn the caſe of 2 
very unthinking people, be expected to precede, it 
' certainly cannot fail to r 


temper... 
one 


maintenance of the Church, and place that income 
under the ſafeguard of the laws of property. The 
weight of landed intereſt gives to the body of 


' Proteſtants an immenſe preponderance ; but it is | 


ſuch, as cannot admit of a reaſonable exception. 
It ſecures every obje& they hold dear ; it ought 
to ſuffice; it does ſatisfy the moſt valuable and 
intelligent members of that communion. A pre- 


the good will decline, and the wiſe will repro- 
date; let it be legally ſuppreſſed, and pratii - 
cally diſcounienanced, and give Great-Britain 
an intereſt to gu: 
is the ſcheme of pacification, which the ſtate 
of the country:. ſeems to demand, and which 


-romiſes to de darable. Such I bumbly offer as the 
Euthanaſia of our ſhort-lived, but boiſterous, and 


ill-omened ä 


FINIS. 


Accommodate, in ſome degree to the temper of 
de people, the manner of forming a fund for the 


ponderance, founded on party pretenſions alone 


the ſettlement. Such 
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